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Waste categories

Infectious waste

| Sharps waste

' Pathological waste

' Pharmaceutical waste, cytotoxic
‘waste

|
' Chemical waste

Radioactive waste

Descriptions and examples

Hazardous health-care waste

Waste known or suspected to contain pathogens and pose a risk of
disease transmission, e.g. waste and waste water contaminated with
blood and other body fluids, including highly infectious waste such
as laboratory cultures and microbiological stocks; and waste
including excreta and other materials that have been in contact with
patients infected with highly infectious diseases in isolation wards.

Used or unused sharps, e.g. hypodermic, intravenous or other
needles; auto-disable syringes; syringes with attached needles;
infusion sets; scalpels; pipettes; knives; blades; broken glass.

Human tissues, organs or fluids; body parts; foetuses; unused blood
products.

Pharmaceuticals that are expired or no longer needed; items
contaminated by, or containing, pharmaceuticals.

Cytotoxic waste containing substances with genotoxic properties,
e.g. waste containing cytostatic drugs (often used in cancer therapy);
genotoxic chemicals.

Waste containing chemical substances, e.g. laboratory reagents; film
developer; disinfectants that are expired or no longer needed;
solvents; waste with high content of heavy metals, e g. batteries,
broken thermometers and blood pressure gauges.

Waste containing radioactive substances, e.g. unused liquids from
radiotherapy or laboratory research; contaminated glassware,
packages or absorbent paper; urine and excreta from patients
treated or tested with unsealed radionuclides; sealed sources.

Non-hazardous or general health-care waste

Waste that does not pose any specific biological, chemical,
radioactive or physical hazard.

Biohazard Waste

Anything contaminated with potentially
infectious materials such as blood, sharps, and
more. Also referred to as biomedical, red bag, or

infectious waste.

Pathological Waste

Tissues, organs, fluids, and body parts from a
surgical-like procedure.

Non-Hazardous
Pharmaceutical
Waste

An unused over the counter drug that is not
hazardous as defined by the Resource
Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA).

Sharps Waste
Any device with the capability of piercing the
skin, such as scalpels, needles, wires, and more.

Trace Chemotherapy
Waste

Anything contaminated with a trace amount of a
chemotherapeutic agent such as gloves,
disposable gowns, etc.

Hazardous
Pharmaceutical
Waste

An unused over the counter drug that is
hazardous as defined by the RCRA. This means
the ical is toxic, ive, reactive, or
ignitable as defined by our C.F.R.

https://www.ecomedicalwaste.com/blog-posts/hospitals-dispose-of-

biohazard-waste
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. heavy metal, thermometers Pathological waste
Infectious waste i batteries 6

;B Body parts, blood

other fluid, biologics e:

diagnostic samples, g t /
contaminated stuff ~ . .
Pressurized containers
I Gas cylinders, aerosol cans
Pharmaceutical waste ’ \

Expired or no longer needed l Sharps x\ ﬁ
pharmaceuticals & . Needles, infusion setc
Genotoxic waste
scalpels, blades, pipette tips
Cytotoxic drugs, s\

genotoxic chemical

Chemical and toxic waste

Reagent, disinfectant, solvent

Cultures, biological samples,
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Put sharp in container immediately
after use.
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